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March 10, 2026 – Reg. Meeting

NEW HANOVER TOWNSHIP

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 14, 2026, 6:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:01 P.M. by Mayor Peterla.  
Flag Salute

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT: The Township Clerk read the following Requirements of the Sunshine Law:  the meeting notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied. Notice of this meeting was provided for in the Annual Meeting Resolution adopted on January 6, 2026, emailed to the Burlington County Times, posted in the Municipal Building and filed in the Clerk’s office on January 7, 2026.
ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE:

Ms. Jackson took roll call:

Present: Committeemen Koshak, Murphy, Smith, Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn and Mayor Peterla.  Also present were Mark Roselli, Esq, Terry Henry, CFO, Susan Jackson, Administrator/Clerk and Aiden DeMarsey, Deputy Clerk
JOSHEPH HENRY – HARDENBERGH INSURANCE – SERVICE DOGS
Mr. Joseph Henry provided information on the background and definitions of service animals. He provided clarification on the rules and guidelines/limitations of individuals using service animals. He stated the limitations of inquiries directed towards individuals using a service animal and clarified the details of what animals qualify as service animals under the Americans with Disabilities Act.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Peterla asked if there were any changes or corrections to the minutes of March 10, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes and March 24, 2026 Special Meeting Minutes.  Seeing none, Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to approve the minutes.  Committeeman Koshak made a motion to approve the March 10, 2026 and March 24, 2026 Meeting Minutes, second by Committeeman Murphy.
Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote.

Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla.  



Nays: none

Motion carried, 5-0
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn made a motion to open the public comments, second by Committeeman Murphy.  All approved.

Megan Brindl, New Egypt - Discussed the film industry in New Jersey. She encouraged the town to provide interest to the state for the promotion of New Hanover as a potential site for films. She encouraged the Township to partner with the New Hanover Historical Society to commemorate the Battle of the Little Bighorn, in connection with General Godfrey. She asked for a monument commemorating the Battle of the Little Bighorn at the General Godfrey House.

Kelly Bowden, Donal Lane - Asked if the committee is attending the New Hanover Township School Board meeting related to the school budget and tax increases. Asked about coordination between the school board and the township committee. Mayor Peterla provided details about prior attendance at school board meetings and ongoing coordination with the school board. The mayor answered that he is cvfhjm.4planning to attend the upcoming school board meeting. The mayor and the public discussed the current state of the school budget. The mayor provided details for the school board meeting. Administration Jackson provided clarification regarding the limitations of control that the Township Committee has on decisions made by the school board.

With no further comments from the public, Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to close the public comment.  Committeeman Smith made the motion, second by Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn.  All approved.
NEW HANOVER 2026 BUDGET INTRODUCTION (PUBLIC HEARING MAY 12, 2026) 

Committeeman Smith made a motion to introduce the 2026 budget, second by Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn.  All approved.
RESOLUTIONS - NONE
Mayor Peterla indicated that there are no resolutions for the month of April.
APPROVING PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS (BILL LIST) 

Mayor Peterla asked if the Committee had reviewed the bill list and if there were questions.  

With no further discussions, Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn offered a motion to approve the bill list, second by Committeeman Smith.  
Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote.
Roll Call: 
Ayes:

Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla  
Nays:

None

Motion carried, 5-0

MONTHLY FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Chief Buddy Wilkins provided the Fire Department Report for the last month. See attached report. He provided details for repairs needed for fire truck pumps. Flow testing is necessary for the year 2026, to be conducted on April 17. Applied for a grant for up to $40,000 for Fire Department operations.
COMMITTEE COMMENTS
Committeeman Smith announced tree planting ceremony for Arbor Day. Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn asked about funding sources for shade tree activities. Committeeman Smith provided details for funding. Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn thanked departments for working together on the budget. Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn stated that the Easter event was a success. He provided details for the meeting conducted regarding the General Godfrey House. He encouraged attendance at the school board meeting for collaborative accountability of public boards/committees. Committeeman Koshak thanked the police and fire departments for their service at the Easter event. Committeeman Murphy compared the school budget of New Hanover with Pemberton Township, expressing that neighboring towns share similar challenges with regard to school tax increases. Mayor Peterla provided insight to communications with the Easter Bunny. He stated that all had fun at the Easter event. He expressed gratitude to the volunteers who helped put on the event. He provided additional details to updates to the General Godfrey House, and expressed satisfaction with progress. He also encouraged attendance at the school board meeting. He announced the upcoming Township Picnic with details (9/12/2026). Christmas Party (12/19/2026 5:00PM - 8:00PM). He announced “Light the Night” event to commemorate the fallen firefighters (4/16/2026 - 5/3/2026), putting out red lights to show support.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mayor Peterla stated at this time the Committee needs to go into an executive session.  Ms. Jackson stated that there will be no formal action taken after returning to the regular meeting but anybody interested in staying may do so.
Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to close the regular meeting and approve Resolution 2026-47 to go into Executive Session - Resolution Authorizing an Executive Meeting which Excludes the Public - Potential Litigation & Attorney-Client Privileged Discussion. 

Committeeman Murphy made the motion to approve R2026-50 to go into Executive Session at 6:38pm, second by Committeeman Smith.

Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote.

Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla.  



Nays: none

Motion carried, 5-0
Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn made a motion to close the Executive Session at 8:21pm and reconvene the Public Session of the meeting, second by Committeeman Murphy.

Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote.

Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla.  



Nays: none

Motion carried, 5-0
ADJOURNMENT
Committeeman Smith offered a motion to adjourn at 8:23 pm, seconded by Committeeman Murphy.  All approved.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________________
Susan D. Jackson, Township Clerk
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