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July 8, 2025

NEW HANOVER TOWNSHIP

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
July 8, 2025 6:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Mayor Peterla.  
The Township Clerk read the following Requirements of the Sunshine Law:  the meeting notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied. Notice of this meeting was provided for in the Annual Meeting Resolution adopted on January 7, 2025, emailed to the Burlington County Times, posted in the Municipal Building and filed in the Clerk’s office on January 8, 2025. 
ROLL CALL – Present were Committeemen Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Mayor Peterla.  Township Attorney Evan Crook, Terry Henry, CFO, Township Administrator/Clerk Susan Jackson and Abby Dammann, Deputy Clerk were present.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
Committeeman Murphy offered a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of June 3, 2025, seconded by Committeeman Smith
Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Smith and Peterla



Nays: none



Abstain: Pawlyzyn

Regular Meeting Minutes of June 3, 2025 were adopted, 5-0.

JIF RENEWAL PRESENTATION

Moved to next month’s meeting

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Committeeman Smith offered a motion to open the floor to the public, seconded by Committeeman Pawlyzyn.
Roll Voice Vote: Approved unanimously.

Kellie Bowden – asked about the plumbing sign across from the Senior Center.  She wanted to know if the sign should be taken down.  Ms. Jackson said she didn’t know about the sign and would check it out.  Ms. Bowden asked about the house at 1 Bunting Bridge Rd.  The front and side yard have multiple items and are tarped like a garage sale.  Ms. Jackson stated that a letter was sent to them to remove the items.  There is a street light going out on Donal Lane.  Ms. Jackson said that there is an on-line form that can be filed from anyone to report to PSE&G about street light outages.
George Lawler Jr. presented a speech to the committee about Troop 109 and that he was here tonight to earn his Communication Merit Badge.

With no further public comments, Committeeman Murphy motioned to close public comment, seconded by Deputy Mayor Koshak. 
Roll Voice Vote: Approved unanimously
RESOLUTIONS 2025-59 THRU 2025-61
Mayor Peterla stated the following Resolutions are set for the consent agenda: Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion and one vote. If discussion is desired by a Committee Member, an item can and/or will be removed from the Consent Agenda, and the item will be considered separately.
Ms. Jackson asked that Resolution 2025-63 - Resolution to Award a Contract for the Senior Center ADA Improvements - be added to the Consent Agenda.  The Township Engineer sent his recommendation and resolution over Friday afternoon for the Committee’s approval.

Resolution 2025-59
Resolution Authorizing a “Dedication by Rider” to the Budget of the Township of New Hanover for Shade Tree Commission Funds Received from Donations Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39

Resolution 2025-60 
Resolution of the Township of New Hanover Accepting and Awarding a Contract for Municipal Solid Waste Hauling Services in the Township of New Hanover to Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc.

Resolution 2025-61
Resolution Authorizing Shared Services Agreement with Burlington County Department of Public Safety, Division of Emergency Management and the Township of New Hanover for Routing Central Communications and 911 Calls for the Period of August 1, 2025 – July 31, 2030

Committeeman Smith asked for clarification on Resolution 2025-60 and why we are going to one day per week for garbage.  Ms. Jackson responded that it all came down to costs and a way to help keep the budget in check.  

Committeeman Pawlyzyn made the motion to approve Resolutions 2025-59 thru 2025-61 and Resolution 2025-63, seconded by Committeeman Smith.
Mayor Peterla asked if there were any comments or questions from the Committee.  With none, he asked for a roll call.
Roll Call: 
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 



Nays: none 

Motion carried, 5-0    
DISCUSSION – AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR GENERAL GODFREY HOUSE GRANT PHASE I AND PHASE II

Ms. Jackson explained the process the Township had to take to get to this round of bidding and the cost difference.  If the Committee decides to reject this bid, there are different options but it could mean another four to six months before a decision could be made.  The options are the Township would need to reject the bid and then negotiate with the vendor but that’s a risk because the vendor doesn’t have to change his quote or we could go back out to bid but will have to change the bid specs again and hope for a better outcome.  The Committee can decide to award the contract as it stands now and pay the difference of +/- $8200.  Mr. Henry has been asked to find the money in the budget.  Deputy Mayor Koshak asked if we could negotiate.  Ms. Jackson said yes but there is no guarantee that they will change their quote and the Committee will have to reject the bid first before the Township can negotiate with the contractor.  The biggest unknown is no knowing what the vendor will do or what the cost of materials will be in the future.  It could still mean that the Township would have to go out for another bid at the end.  Committeeman Pawlyzyn said he thought we had more money in the grants.  Ms. Jackson explained that we only had a certain amount for the physical work because the Architect’s fees are an allowable expense in the grants.  He asked what has been eliminated from this round of the bid specs.  Ms. Jackson said the bulk of the repairs to the Cobbler House.
The Committee decided that accepting the bid was the best course of action at this time.  

Committeeman Smith made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-62 - Resolution of the Township of New Hanover Accepting and Awarding a Contract for the Exterior Restoration of the General Edward S. Godfrey House to Kupex Exteriors, LLC, seconded by Committeeman Murphy.

Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call.

Roll Call: 
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 



Nays: none 

Motion carried, 5-0    

APPROVING PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS (BILL LIST) 

Mayor Peterla asked if the Committee Members reviewed the bill list and if there were questions.   
Committeeman Pawlyzyn asked what is a shot box and Chief Tuliano explained what it is and what it is used for.  The agreement between Wrightstown and the Township is that each pays half of the cost.  With no further discussions, Deputy Mayor Koshak offered a motion to approve the bill list, second by Committeeman Pawlyzyn. Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote.
Roll Call: 
Ayes:

Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla  

Nays:

None

Motion carried, 5-0
FIRE DEPARMENT MONTHLY REPORT

Fire Chief Wilkins provided the fire report for June 2025. Truck 3812 is going to Fire Apparatus for a coolant leak.  He thanked Ms. Jackson for applying for the SAFER grant.    
COMMITTEE REPORTS:    
Committeeman Smith stated that the Shade Tree Commission started inventorying trees.  They want to adopt a form for the residents to report problems with trees.  Committeeman Pawlyzyn thanked everyone for coming out tonight.  Deputy Mayor Koshak ditto that sentiment.  Committeeman Murphy also ditto that sentiment.  Mayor Peterla stated that he is grateful that we are moving forward with the work on the Godfrey House.  He thanked the Fire and Police Departments.  
ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Committeeman Pawlyzyn offered a motion to adjourn at 6:45 p.m., seconded by Deputy Mayor Koshak.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Susan Jackson, 
Township Clerk
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