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March 24, 2026 – Reg. Meeting

NEW HANOVER TOWNSHIP

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 24, 2026, 6:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Mayor Peterla.  
Flag Salute

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT: The Township Clerk read the following Requirements of the Sunshine Law:  the meeting notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied. The meeting notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act has been satisfied. Notice of this meeting was provided via emailed to the Burlington County Times on March 12, 2026, posted in the Municipal Building, and filed with the Township Clerk on March 12, 2026
ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE:

Ms. Jackson took roll call:

Present: Committeemen Koshak, Murphy, Smith, Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn and Mayor Peterla.  Also present were Aiden DeMarsey, Deputy Clerk, and Susan Jackson, Administrator/Clerk
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Committeeman Koshak made a motion to open the public comments, second by Committeeman Murphy.  All approved.
Kelly Bowden questions about grant status for repairs to the Godfrey House (clarification on rounds and original status). Administrator Jackson and mayor Peterla provided clarification to questions. Provided details for grant writing process and the amount of funds provided. Questions asked by resident about the New Hanover Township Historical Society.
Ethan Taylor questions about grant funding for repairs to the interior or exterior of the Godfrey House. Mayor Peterla and Administrator Jackson clarified all grant funds are to be used for repairs on the exterior of the building. Provided details of coordination required with the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for matters of historic preservation. Elaborated on additional requirements for work to be done on historically registered properties. Administrator Jackson expressed desire to commemorate the restoration work of the Godfrey House with a public event upon completion. Mayor Peterla expressed appreciation and approval for the work of the architect working on the project.

Owen Taylor asked questions about rules for renovations to the interior of the Godfrey House and the future plans of the site with respect to costs and expenses. Administrator Jackson expressed that interior work would be done on a long-term basis with costs as a primary consideration. Partial interior repairs are planned for future grant rounds. Mayor Peterla expressed a desire to seek out volunteers and community members to make progress on interior work. Resident asked what the expected life cycle of the current repairs. Mayor Peterla stated architect estimates exterior repairs to last 20 years. Resident asked if the architect provided a warranty for the repairs. Mayor Peterla and Administrator Jackson replied to the residents’ question. Sharon Atkinson provided additional clarification to Mr. Taylor's question.

With no further comments from the public, Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to close the public comment.  Committeeman Murphy made the motion, second by Committeeman Smith.  All approved

RESOLUTIONS 2026-48 thru 2026-49
Mayor Peterla indicated that the following resolution are set for the consent agenda: Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion and one vote.  If discussion is desired by a Committee Member, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda, and the item will be considered separately.
Resolution 2026-48
Resolution Authorizing Hiring HMR Architects to Apply and Submit for the 2026 Historic Preservation Grant for General Godfrey House
Resolution 2026-49
Resolution Authorizing Approvals of Assurances and Certifications for Historic Trust Grant for General Godfrey House

Mayor Peterla asked if there were any changes to be made?  Without any comments or changes, Mayor Peterla asked for a motion.  Committeeman Murphy made the motion to approve Resolutions 2026-48 thru 2026-49, second by Committeeman Koshak.

Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote.

Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla.  



Nays: none

Motion carried, 5-0
COMMITTEE COMMENTS
Deputy Mayor Nick Pawlyzyn asked questions and expressed concern regarding price estimates for the Godfrey House project. Committeeman Aaron Smith asked questions regarding the effect of voting on the resolution. Expressed concern regarding the price estimates of repairs. Administrator Jackson provided clarification to the committee concerns stating that all estimating parties have a estimation spreadsheet of escalation costs.  These spreadsheets just give a guideline for when bids come in to determine what the the bidders quotes cannot go over. 
ADJOURNMENT
Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn offered a motion to adjourn at 6:41 pm, seconded by Committeeman Smith.  All approved.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________________
Susan D. Jackson, Township Clerk
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