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September 9, 2025

NEW HANOVER TOWNSHIP

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
October 14, 2025 6:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 P.M. by Mayor Peterla.  
The Township Clerk read the following Requirements of the Sunshine Law:  the meeting notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied. Notice of this meeting of the New Hanover Township Committee to be held on Tuesday, October 7, 2025 at 6:00 PM, in the Committee Chambers of Township Hall, 2 Hockamick Road, Cookstown, NJ has been rescheduled to Tuesday, October 14, 2025 at 6:00 PM in the Committee Chambers of Township Hall.  Notice of this meeting was emailed to the Burlington County Times, posted in the Municipal Building and filed in the Clerk’s office on September 25, 2025. 
ROLL CALL – Present were Committeemen Koshak, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Mayor Peterla. Committeeman Murphy was absent. Township Attorney Evan Crook, Terry Henry, CFO, Township Administrator/Clerk Susan Jackson and Abigail Dammann, Deputy Clerk were present.  
DISCUSSION ON FARMLAND PRESERVATION – BRIAN WILSON
Brian Wilson presented a PowerPoint presentation and discussed the process of Farmland Preservation. He mentioned that there is no Municipal Cost Share needed for the current application for preservation of the farm known as the Roohr Farm.  Burlington County still has money for this year’s Farmland Preservation. Kellie Bowden asked how this money is used. Mr. Wilson explained that the County purchases the rights to the land for preservation. A resident asked what Mr. Wilson meant by Burlington County will monitor the property?  He responded that the County will inform the landowner when they are coming to check on the property.  They do not tell the property owner what to grow, but there is only a certain amount of uses allowed under Farmland Preservation. Terri Peterla asked if the land has to be farmed?  Mr. Wilson responded no. If the owner does not follow the farmland assessment the responsibility will fall on the town.  The landowner has the right to build a single house on the property, but still follow the building codes of the Township. A resident asked if the Township had to pay would it be a percentage? Mr. Wilson explained the Township would have to pay a percentage if there was a cost share, and that it is twenty percent based on the number of properties are approved for Farmland Preservations. Can the landowner have a business on the land, even though there are no commercial uses allowed. Mr. Wilson explained that landowners are allowed to have businesses, but they have to be agricultural. Mayor Peterla asked if the Township has contributed in the past? Mr. Wilson answered no. Mayor Peterla also asked if the proximity to base within the five miles matters for who receives money to cover the cost share. Mr. Wilson answered no, that is not in the agreement. Committeeman Koshak asked if there is a dollar amount in the agreement with the base. Mr. Wilson answered yes. Mr. Koshak also asked if the landowner has the opportunity to take the eighty percent from the County if the Township votes no to the municipal cost share of twenty percent. Mr. Wilson answered yes. Mr. Crook mentioned that “No Municipal Cost Share” should be included in the resolution and Mr. Crook will revised the resolution for the next meeting.  Committeeman Smith asked if the land can ever be subdivided. Mr. Wilson answered yes, but it would have to be approved based on the current land use codes.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
Deputy Mayor Koshak offered a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of September 9, 2025, seconded by Committeeman Pawlyzyn.
Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla



Nays: none



Abstain: none


Absent: Murphy

Regular Meeting Minutes of September 9, 2025 were adopted, 4-0.

ORDINANCE – PUBLIC HEARING AND VOTE

Ordinance 2025-04
An Ordinance Creating A New Chapter 156 Entitled “Motels/Hotels And Temporary Housing Accommodations”
Mayor Peterla opened the meeting to the public for comments.  Seeing no one from the public coming forward, he closed the public comment.  

Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-04.  Committeeman Pawlyzyn made the motion and Committeeman Smith seconded. 
Committeeman Smith asked if we should internet into Section 3 because of Airbnbs. Ms. Jackson explained that this ordinance is specifically for Hotels & Motels. With no other committee comments Township Clerk took a roll call vote.     

Roll Call:             Ayes: Koshak, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 

                             Nays: none

                             Absent: Murphy 

Ordinance 2025-04 was adopted, 4-0      

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Committeeman Pawlyzyn offered a motion to open the floor to the public, seconded by Committeeman Smith.
Roll Voice Vote: Approved unanimously.

Kellie Bowden, Donal Lane, stated that she and her family had so much fun at the event. The food, band, and prizes were amazing. She asked if the event will be happening again next year. Mayor Peterla answered we will try our best to have the picnic again next year. Ms. Bowden also mentioned that the light at the Senior Center front door is out. Ms. Jackson mentioned that someone will be up there to look at it.
Marie Cozine, Kennedy Drive, stated that the Senior Center looks amazing after the renovations. Ms. Cozine asked if there have been locked installed on the bathrooms in the Senior Center yet. Ms. Jackson answered not yet. Ms. Cozine also asked if the back door at the Senior Center has been looked at to be fixed. Ms. Jackson answered not yet but would be taken care of.
With no further public comments, Committeeman Pawlyzyn motioned to close public comment, seconded by Committeeman Smith. 

Roll Voice Vote: Approved unanimously

RESOLUTION 2025-68 & RESOLUTIONS 2025-74 THRU 2025-79
Mayor Peterla stated the following Resolutions are set for the consent agenda: Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion and one vote. If discussion is desired by a Committee Member, an item can and/or will be removed from the Consent Agenda, and the item will be considered separately.
Mayor Peterla took Resolution 2025-68 off the consent agenda and will hold it until the November meeting when it can be revised as requested.  

Resolution 2025-74
Resolution of the Township of New Hanover Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation NJSA 40A:4-87 – 2024 Community Development Block Grant

Resolution 2025-75
Resolution of the Township of New Hanover, County of Burlington, State of New Jersey, Authorizing the Release of the Performance Bond and the Acceptance of a Maintenance Bond for the Nash Park Pickleball Courts Project Completed by Sports and Tennis Construction LLC

Resolution 2025-76
Resolution Authorizing the Acceptance of the 2025 Burlington County Municipal Park Development Program Grant Award

Resolution 2025-77
Resolution of the Township of New Hanover, County of Burlington, State of New Jersey, Authorizing the Release of the Performance Bond and the Acceptance of a Maintenance Bond for the Senior Center ADA Improvements Project Completed by RNM Construction LLC

Resolution 2025-78
Resolution Authorizing Estimate Change Order #1 and Final Change Order #2 to RNM Construction LLC Related to the Senior Center ADA Improvements Project

Resolution 2025-79
A Resolution Authorizing the Spending Cap for the Annual Township Halloween Gathering

Committeeman Smith offered a motion to approve Resolutions 2025-74 through 2025-79, seconded by Deputy Mayor Koshak.

Mayor Peterla asked if there were any comments or questions from the Committee.  With none, he asked for a roll call.
Roll Call: 
Ayes: Koshak, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 



Nays: none 



Absent: Murphy
Motion carried, 4-0    
APPROVING PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS (BILL LIST) 

Mayor Peterla asked if the Committee Members reviewed the bill list and if there were questions.   
With no discussions, Committeeman Pawlyzyn offered a motion to approve the bill list, second by Committeeman Smith. Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote.
Roll Call: 
Ayes:

Koshak, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla  

Nays:

None

Absent:              Murphy
Motion carried, 4-0
FIRE DEPARMENT MONTHLY REPORT

Buddy Wilkins, Fire Chief, provided the fire report for July 2025. Truck 3812 radiator leak has been replaced. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:    
Committeeman Smith mentioned that his kids had fun at the Township Picnic, and he looks forward to having it again. He mentioned that he was grateful for work done on the Nash Park Improvement Grant. Committeeman Pawlyzyn thanked the Fire and Police Department for coming out to the Township Picnic. He heard good feedbacks from the residents about the picnic. He thanked all the volunteers that helped with the picnic. He mentioned that he is excited for the Township Halloween event. Deputy Mayor Koshak thanked the Fire and Police Department. He mentioned that Jackson Township received a police grant, and asked if Chief Tuliano could look into it for our town. He thanked everyone who helped with the picnic, and our anonymous donor. He congratulated the Roohr Family on their milestone. Mayor Peterla thanked everyone for coming out to the Township meeting. He stated that the picnic was great as was the food and the pony rides, the band, the DJ, and the ice cream were all great additions to the picnic.  He stated that the Township will be looking to add a pie eating contest next year. He thanked Nick & Cindy Pawlyzyn for getting prizes for the event, the committee for cooking and serving, the staff, Bernice Lawlor, and Genie Golding for all their help and for the Fire Department for being there. He thanked the Seniors for everything. He thanked Kellie Bowden for helping with the Godfrey House. He mentioned that he is looking forward to the Township Halloween event.
ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Committeeman Smith offered a motion to adjourn at 6:53 p.m., seconded by Committeeman Pawlyzyn.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Susan Jackson, 
Township Clerk
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