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January 6, 2026 – Reorganization Meeting

NEW HANOVER TOWNSHIP

REORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 6, 2026, 6:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Township Clerk, Susan Jackson.  
Flag Salute

INVOCATION – Patrick Murphy provided the invocation for tonight’s meeting. 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT: The Township Clerk read the following Requirements of the Sunshine Law:  the meeting notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied. Notice of this meeting was provided for in the Annual Meeting Resolution adopted on January 7, 2026, emailed to the Burlington County Times, posted in the Municipal Building and filed in the Clerk’s office on January 8, 2026.

OATH OF OFFICE TO THE NEWLY ELECTED MEMBER OF TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE – 
Mark Roselli, Township Attorney provided the Oath of Office for Committeemen-Elect Aaron Smith
ROLL CALL – Those present were Committeemen Rick Koshak, Patrick Murphy, Nicholas Pawlyzyn, Aaron Smith and Paul Peterla.  CFO Terry Henry, Township Attorney Mr. Mark Roselli, and Township Administrator/Clerk Susan Jackson. 

ELECTION OF MAYOR
The Township Clerk asked for nominations for Mayor for the year 2026.  Committeeman Pawlyzyn offered a motion to appoint Paul Peterla for Mayor for 2026 and was seconded by Committeeman Koshak.   
There being no other nominations, the Clerk took roll-call on nomination of Paul Peterla.  
Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla.  


Nays: none

Motion Carried, 5-0

Mayor Peterla was sworn in by Mr. Roselli.  The meeting was turned over to Mayor Peterla at this time.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR

Mayor Peterla asked for nominations for Deputy Mayor.  Committeeman Koshak offered a motion to appoint Committeeman Pawlyzyn as Deputy Mayor for 2026 and was seconded by Mayor Peterla.   Having no other nominations. Township Clerk took roll call: 
Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla.  


Nays: none

Motion Carried, 5-0

Committeeman Pawlyzyn was sworn in as Deputy Mayor by Mr. Roselli.
Mayor Peterla gave his 2026 Mayor’s Welcome Speech. 
ORDINANCE – INTRODUCTION

Ordinance 2026-01
An Ordinance Prescribing and Providing for the Employment and 

                        
Compensation of the Officials and Employees of the Township of New Hanover
Mayor Peterla read the ordinance by title directing the Township Clerk to do all things necessary, legal and proper with respect to this proposed ordinance.  

Committeeman Murphy offered a motion to set the date & time as February 10, 2026 for a public hearing, seconded by Committeeman Smith.  Having no committee comments Township Clerk took a roll call vote.     

Roll Call: 
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 



Nays: none 

Motion carried, 5-0 and Public Hearing is set for February 10, 2026
PUBLIC HEARING – CDBG GRANT YR2026
Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn made a motion to open the public hearing for CDBG Grant, seconded by Committeeman Koshak.  

Ms. Jackson spoke about what the grant is for and the projects that are acceptable within the grant guidelines.  Ms. Peterla asked if the lighting in the Municipal Parking Lot be considered as part of the grant.  Ms. Jackson said that that is not allowable because that is more of a safety issue but she would reach out to PSE&G and have them come out to check the light.  There was a discussion about the playground equipment and it not being up-to-date, nor ADA compliant.  There is a current park grant that is requesting for an update to the playground padding. Mr. Volante has a concern that if the padding is installed and if new equipment is installed, it would that damage the padding.  The response was no, it is done without any harm to the padding.  With no further discussion, the decision was to apply for the grant for ADA compliant playground equipment for the residents of the township.  Committeeman Koshak made a motion to close the public hearing, second by Committeeman Smith.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn made a motion to open the public comments, second by Committeeman Smith.  All approved.
Tony Volante, Bunting bridge Road asked if Resolutions 2026-32 thru 34 is related to Resolution 2026-28.  Ms. Jackson responded that R2026-32 thru 34 are for Cancellation of taxes for Veterans and is not related to R2026-28 at all.

With no further comments from the public, Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to close the public comment.  Committeeman Murphy made the motion, second by Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn.  All approved.
RESOLUTION 2026-01 through RESOLUTION 2026-35
\
Mayor Peterla indicated that the following resolutions are set for consent agenda: Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion and one vote.  If discussion is desired by a Committee Member, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda, and the item will be considered separately.
Resolution 2026-01
Resolution Adopting a Schedule of Regular Meeting Dates, Times and Places for the Township Committee for the Year 2026

Resolution 2026-02  
Resolution Appointing Certain Professionals for the Year 2026
Resolution 2026-03:  
Resolution Establishing a Holiday Schedule for Certain Township Employees

Resolution 2026-04 
Resolution Fixing the Rate of Interest to be Charged on Delinquent Taxes and Assessments

Resolution 2026-05
Resolution Establishing a Cash Management Plan for 2026
Resolution 2026-06
Resolution Authorizing the Municipal Assessor to File Appeals, (Including Omitted and Added Assessment Appeals) and Rollback Complaints with the Burlington County Board of Taxation 

Resolution 2026-07
Resolution Approving 2026 Temporary Budget Appropriations
Resolution 2026-08
Resolution Establishing Service Charges for Certain Checks which are Returned for Insufficient or Dishonored Funds

Resolution 2026-09 
Resolution Authorizing Approval of Contract 2026 Annual Software Support Agreement with Edmunds & Associates 

Resolution 2026-10  
Resolution Re-Establishing a Petty Cash Fund for the Municipal Clerk

Resolution 2026-11
Resolution Designating Official Newspapers

Resolution 2026-12   
Resolution Authorizing Fees for Use of the Senior Citizen and 

Community Center and a Refundable Deposit for Use of Cookstown Park

Resolution 2026-13
Resolution Appointing Municipal Joint Insurance Fund Resolution Appointing Fund Commissioner

Resolution 2026-14
Resolution Appointing Municipal Joint Insurance Fund Resolution Appointing Alternate Fund Commissioner

Resolution 2026-15
Resolution Appointing Municipal Joint Insurance Fund Resolution Appointing Claims Coordinator

Resolution 2026-16
Resolution Appointing Municipal Joint Insurance Fund Resolution Appointing Safety Coordinator

Resolution 2026-17 
Resolution Appointing Risk Management Consultant Burlington County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund
Resolution 2026-18 
Resolution Appointing Contact Person for the Employment Practices Liability Attorney Consultation Service Burlington County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund
Resolution 2026-19
A Resolution Appointing Class I Member of New Hanover Township Land Use Board

      Resolution 2026-20
A Resolution Appointing Class II Member of New Hanover Township Land Use Board
  Resolution 2026-21
A Resolution Appointing Class III Member of New Hanover Township Land Use Board

Resolution 2026-22
A Resolution Authorizing Check Signatories

Resolution 2026-23
A Resolution of the Township of New Hanover, County of Burlington, State of New Jersey Designating a Public Agency Compliance Officer (P.A.C.O) In Accordance with N.J.A.C. 17:27-3.3
Resolution 2026-24
Resolution Appointing Right to Know Coordinator
Resolution 2026-25 
Resolution Authorizing the Municipal Clerk to Execute All Bingo and Raffle Games of Chance Applications that Meet all Provisions Pursuant to Statute for the 2026 Calendar Year
Resolution 2026-26    Resolution Authorizing Pre-Payment of Certain Bills For 2026

Resolution 2026-27
Resolution of the Township of New Hanover Appointing Abigail Dammann as Deputy Clerk for the Township of New Hanover
Resolution 2026-28
Authorizing Cancellation of Tax Overpayments or Delinquent Amounts Less than $10.00 by Tax Collector
Resolution 2026-29
A Resolution Appointing Patrick Murphy as the Township Office of Emergency Management Coordinator
Resolution 2026-30
Appointing EB Employee Solutions, LLC, Dba as The Difference Card to Provide HRA Services for New Hanover Township
Resolution 2026-31
Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Conduct a Standard Tax Sale in 2026
Resolution 2026-32
Resolution to Cancel Taxes – Block 4.01 Lot 3
Resolution 2026-33
Resolution to Cancel Taxes – Block 4.01 Lot 8.23
Resolution 2026-34
Resolution to Cancel Taxes – Block 1.01 Lot 11.12
Resolution 2026-35
Authorizing Submission of an Application for FY2026 Community Development Block Grant Funding for Accessibility Improvements to the Playground at Nash Park
Mayor Peterla asked if there were any resolutions to be removed from the consent agenda or any changes to be made?  Resolution 2026-02 needs to be amended for the Auditor.  An email went out this morning, stating that Bowman and Company has merged with PKF O’Connor Davies and Resolution 2026-11 needs to amended to reflect digital publishing as the law has changed for Sunshine Law and publishing notifications.  Committeeman Murphy asked that Resolution 2026-29 be removed from the consent agenda.  It is concerning the appointment of the Office of Emergency Management Coordinator.  Mayor Peterla asked for a motion.  Committeeman Smith made the motion to approve Resolutions 2026-1 to 2026-28, as amended and Resolutions 2026-29 to 2026-35, second by Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn.

Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote.

Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla.  



Nays: none

Motion carried, 5-0
Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to approve Resolution 2026-29.  Committeeman Koshak made the motion, second by Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn.  Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote.

Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla.  



Nays: none



Abstain: Murphy

Motion carried, 4-0-1

APPROVING PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS (BILL LIST) 

Mayor Peterla asked if the Committee had reviewed the bill list and if there were questions.  Committeeman Koshak asked if they were provided the updated revision to approve.  The response was yes.
With no further discussions, Committeeman Smith offered a motion to approve the bill list, second by Committeeman Murphy.  
Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote.
Roll Call: 
Ayes:

Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla  
Nays:

None

Motion carried, 5-0

COMMITTEE COMMENTS
Committeeman Smith stated that he is honored to be representing everyone here.  Thank you to everyone who helped out with the Christmas event.  He asked what’s happening at the Godfrey House.  Ms. Jackson replied that the told the contractor that they need to focus on the repairs of the building and should not started the scraping.  We are having a meeting with the contractor to go over what needs to be completed as per our agreement.  The Shade Tree Commission should be certified by the state soon.  The Shade Tree meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Senior Center.  Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn is excited about being the Deputy Mayor and thanked everyone for having the confidence in him to do the job.  He complimented Committeeman Smith for doing a great job on the Shade Tree Commission.  He thanked Megan for all her hard work at the Godfrey House, but right now our hands are tied in getting much completed.  Thank you to the Police and Fire Departments.  He thanked everyone for a great job this past year.  He congratulated Mayor Peterla and Committeeman Smith.  Committeeman Koshak thanked everyone for a great year.  He is proud of this Committee and for always being there for the people.  He congratulated Committeeman Smith for being sworn in and to Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn.  He has faith in them.  He thanked all the vendors and personnel for their work.  Committeeman Murphy wished everyone a Happy New Year and to be safe.  He thanked the personnel including Mayor Peterla, Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn and Committeeman Smith.  Mayor Peterla asked if the Chief of Police had something to say.  Chief Tuliano presented his speech to the Committee (attached).  Mayor Peterla introduce the Township’s newly hired Attorney, Mark Roselli.  He thanked Committeeman Koshak for his many years of stable, dedicated and consistent service as the past Deputy Mayor.  He stated that Deputy Mayor Pawlyzyn has expressed his interest in holding that position and looks forward to working with him as the Deputy.  He complimented Committeeman Smith on the great job he is doing with the Shade Tree Commission, thanked Committeeman Murphy as the OEM coordinator.  He thanked the staff, Police and Fire Departments and all the volunteers.  
ADJOURNMENT
Committeeman Smith offered a motion to adjourn at 6:45 pm, seconded by Committeeman Murphy.  The motion carried on unanimous voice vote.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________________
Susan D. Jackson, Township Clerk
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