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September 9, 2025

NEW HANOVER TOWNSHIP

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
September 9, 2025 6:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:01 P.M. by Mayor Peterla.  
The Township Clerk read the following Requirements of the Sunshine Law:  the meeting notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied. Notice of this meeting was provided for in the Annual Meeting Resolution adopted on January 7, 2025, emailed to the Burlington County Times, posted in the Municipal Building and filed in the Clerk’s office on January 8, 2025. 
ROLL CALL – Present were Committeemen Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Mayor Peterla.  Acting Township Attorney Tom Haste, Terry Henry, CFO, Township Administrator/Clerk Susan Jackson and Abby Dammann, Deputy Clerk were present.  
CHARLOTTE LISIEWSKI

Charlotte Lisiewski spoke to the Committee that she will be representing Burlington County at the Miss. NAM (National American Miss) Competition.  She spoke about her fundraising ideas and will be at the Township Community Day raising money via a bake sale that will include gluten free baked goods.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
Deputy Mayor Koshak offered a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of July 8, 2025, seconded by Committeeman Pawlyzyn.
Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla



Nays: none



Abstain: none
Regular Meeting Minutes of August 12, 2025 were adopted, 5-0.

ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION

Ordinance 2025-04      An Ordinance Creating a New Chapter 156 Entitled “Motels/Hotels and        Temporary Housing Accommodations”
Mayor Peterla read the ordinance by title directing the Township Clerk to do all things necessary, legal and proper with respect to this proposed ordinance.  

Committeeman Pawlyzyn offered a motion to set the date & time as March 11, 2025 for a public hearing, seconded by Committeeman Murphy.  Having no committee comments Township Clerk took a roll call vote.     

Roll Call: 
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 



Nays: none 

Motion carried and Public Hearing is set for October 7, 2025: 5-0  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Deputy Mayor Koshak offered a motion to open the floor to the public, seconded by Committeeman Murphy.
Roll Voice Vote: Approved unanimously.

Kellie Bowden – stated that the Historic Society received their 501C3 paperwork.  The Society can now move forward applying for grants for the Godfrey House.  She asked clarification on Resolution 2025-68 and 2025-71.  Ms. Jackson explained that 2025-68 will be pulled from the agenda and the Committee will be receiving more information on the Farmland Preservation Program.  2025-71 is a resolution that is done every year to put a cap on the spending for any of the Township events.  Ms. Bowden asked if the Township will be putting out more information about the Picnic.  The response was yes.
Terri Peterla stated that the Township has run into problems in the past about advertising for the picnic.  People from other towns may show up and this event is for the Township residents.

Megan Brindle – Executive Director Historical Society stated that most of the historic sties have bronze plaques and can the society move forward with ordering one for the Godfrey House?  The Committee are good with this.  She asked if the Committee has any issue with hosting fundraising events at the Godfrey House.
William Yocum, Nor Laine Drive asked if there is any way to cut the bushes on the corner of Nor Laine and Wrightstown-Cookstown Rd (Gas Station).  They are blocking the site of vision when coming out of Nor Laine.  The drains get blocked when it rains.  Ms. Jackson stated that when the work starts on Nor Laine, the drains will be retrofitted and that should help with drainage. 
With no further public comments, Deputy Mayor Koshak motioned to close public comment, seconded by Committeeman Murphy. 

Roll Voice Vote: Approved unanimously

RESOLUTIONS 2025-68 THRU 2025-72
Mayor Peterla stated the following Resolutions are set for the consent agenda: Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion and one vote. If discussion is desired by a Committee Member, an item can and/or will be removed from the Consent Agenda, and the item will be considered separately.
Mayor Peterla took Resolution 2025-68 off the consent agenda and will hold it until the October meeting when Farmland Preservation will be coming in to discuss how the program works and allow the Committee to ask questions before the resolution is voted on.  He also added Resolution 2025-73 – Resolution Authorizing Appointment of a Tax Collector – to the Consent Agenda.

Committeeman Pawlyzyn sees only the one bid on the resolution.  Ms. Jackson stated that there were 2 bids and the other bid was over the amount of the grant.  His concern is that Arawak isn’t a good company.  Mayor Peterla said that we will talk to the Engineer about his concerns.  Committeeman Pawlyzyn said his driveway is cracking.  He questioned Resolution 2025-71.  He thought that the picnic was cancelled.  Ms. Jackson stated that we had a generous donation from a sponsor in the amount of $7000.00.  The money has been received and deposited into the bank for Events.  He then asked about the Audit and why does it say “Risk of Fraud” on page 3.  Ms. Jackson explained that the first few pages of the Audit report is the Auditors’ disclaimers.  Mayor Peterla stated that we have done very well the last few years with the Audit.  There’s a lot of work that goes into keeping the records and everything straight with the state and for the Auditors.  He thanked Mr. Henry and Ms. Jackson for a job well done.
Resolution 2025-69
Resolution Authorizing Membership in a Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement with Participating Units  

Resolution 2025-70
Resolution to Award a Contract for the Nor Laine Drive Improvement Project

Resolution 2025-71
A Resolution Authorizing the Payment Cap on the Annual Township Picnic Gathering

Resolution 2025-72
Resolution Acknowledging Receipt & Review of 2024 Municipal Audit


Resolution 2025-73        Resolution Authorizing Appointment of a Tax Collector

Committeeman Murphy offered a motion to approve Resolutions 2025-69 through 2025-73, seconded by Deputy Mayor Koshak.

Mayor Peterla asked if there were any comments or questions from the Committee.  With none, he asked for a roll call.
Roll Call: 
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 



Nays: none 

Motion carried, 5-0    
APPROVING PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS (BILL LIST) 

Mayor Peterla asked if the Committee Members reviewed the bill list and if there were questions.   
With no discussions, Committeeman Pawlyzyn offered a motion to approve the bill list, second by Deputy Mayor Koshak. Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote.
Roll Call: 
Ayes:

Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla  

Nays:

None

Motion carried, 5-0
FIRE DEPARMENT MONTHLY REPORT

Buddy Wilkins, Fire Chief, provided the fire report for July 2025. Truck 3812 has a heater coil leak. The part has been ordered and the truck will be repaired when it comes in.  Buddy stated the Virtua Building’s alarms are going off constantly due to malfunctioning system.  What can be done to get the owners to fix it.  Chief Tuliano stated that tickets were issued today to the owners.    
COMMITTEE REPORTS:    
Committeeman Smith asked if there was any update on when the work will start at the Godfrey House.  Ms. Jackson said that they having provided a tentative date of Sept. 22st.  The Construction Company is putting a storage container by the side of the garage and it will have a fence around it.  All equipment and supplies will be stored each night.  The painting will not be done until the spring but the roof and any damage will be completed this year.  He thanked Mr. Henry for his work on the Audit which came back very good.  The Tree Committee has inventoried almost all the trees in town.  He asked that when a tree company is called to cut down trees, let him know and he will provide a list of trees that need to be cut down.  Committeeman Pawlyzyn thanked Committeeman Smith for all the work that he has put into the tree inventory throughout town.  He thanked the Fire and Police Department.  He thanked the private donator for the funds to hold the picnic.  He welcomed Ms. Picariello.  He went out to about 25 businesses in town that are willing to give donations for the picnic.  He asked if we have a date to start the work at the Senior Center?  Ms. Jackson replied that it should be no later than next week.  He thanked Megan for all her work at the Godfrey House and to Mr. Henry for the good Audit.  Deputy Mayor Koshak stated that the Audit was amazing, that it is a great accomplishment.  He thanked Mr. Henry, Ms. Dammann, Ms. Jackson and the Committee.  Committeeman Murphy thanked Ms. Bowden, Ms. Cozine and Ms. Brandi for the work at the Godfrey House.  He thanked Mr. Henry, Ms. Dammann and Ms. Jackson and thanked the Fire Department.  Mayor Peterla reminded everyone that the picnic is on October 4th and the rain date will be October 5th. He thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.  Bill Stillwell has been taking care of the Godfrey House water pumps.  He also helped at the bathrooms at the park.  He thanked the Police Department.
ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Committeeman Murphy offered a motion to adjourn at 7:06 p.m., seconded by Committeeman Smith.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Susan Jackson, 
Township Clerk

PAGE  
6

