


[bookmark: _GoBack]New Hanover Township Shade Tree Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes

January 27, 2026 – 7:00 PM



Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.


[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Roll Call:

Present were Aaron Smith, Roger Smith, Ethan Taylor, Tracy Taylor and Kellie Bowden 

Open Public Meetings Statement:


New Business: 

· Follow-up to discuss with township administrator to assure public meeting notices are being posted.
· Noted of past December 2025 Shade Tree meeting was canceled.
· Discussed exploring grants for trees with DEP Urban/Community Forestry. 
· Reorganization of Officers:
· Chairman nomination- Aaron Smith, approved
· Assistant Chairman nomination- Kellie Bowden, approved
· Secretary nomination- Tracy Taylor, approved
· Treasurer nomination- Ethan Taylor, approved
· Vote approved (5-0) to hold all meetings the last Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at New Hanover Senior Center.
Dates are as follows…
24FEB2026, 31MAR2026, 28APR2026, 26MAY2026, 30JUN2026, 28JUL2026, 25AUG2026, 29SEP2026, 27OCT2026, 24NOV2026, 29DEC2026

· Clarified by Aaron for Tracy to include the township administrator when emailing Shade Tree monthly meeting minutes.
· NJUCF Core Training Dates –Oct 22, 2026 and Oct 23, 2026
· Discussion for Arbor Day (April 24th) festivities, location, how to advertise, finding a nursery/garden center to donate a tree.

Old Business:

· Tree Inventory - Aaron moving forward on compiling data. Tracy will forward all tree data she has to Aaron.
· Township committee members needing to approve secretary pay.
· Treasurer noted the Shade Tree’s current $3661.03 account balance.

Approved:  Prior month (November) Meeting Minutes.

Public Comments:

No members of the public were present at this meeting.



Adjourn:

Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM.



