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November 12, 2025

NEW HANOVER TOWNSHIP

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
November 12, 2025 6:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Mayor Peterla.  
The Deputy Township Clerk read the following Requirements of the Sunshine Law:  the meeting notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied. Notice of this meeting was provided for in the Annual Meeting Resolution adopted on January 7, 2025, emailed to the Burlington County Times, posted in the Municipal Building and filed in the Clerk’s office on January 8, 2025. 
ROLL CALL – Present were Committeemen Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Mayor Peterla. Township Attorney Evan Crook, Terry Henry, CFO, Township Administrator/Clerk Susan Jackson and Abigail Dammann, Deputy Clerk were present.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
Deputy Mayor Koshak offered a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of October 14, 2025, seconded by Committeeman Smith.
Roll Call:  
Ayes: Koshak, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla



Nays: none



Abstain: Murphy
Regular Meeting Minutes of October 14, 2025 were adopted, 4-0-1.

DISCUSSION ON BEST PRACTICES
Terry Henry explained the requirements of the Best Practices and that every year the Committee must review them. There were no questions. Best Practices will be posted on the website.

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Committeeman Pawlyzyn offered a motion to open the floor to the public, seconded by Committeeman Murphy.
Roll Voice Vote: Approved unanimously.

Megan Brindle – Executive Director Historical Society gave updates on the Godfrey House. She stated that the Resolution for RevolutionNJ will be on site for any reenactments. Explained ideas about reaching out to local colleges or high schools to run programs at the Godfrey House, which was approved by the committee. Jenkins is coming out to try and fix water issues for free. The well outside seems to be the issue. Everything is being donated for the digging event on Saturday which is 8:30am – 4:00pm. Everything that is found will be left at the Godfrey House, and the money brought in by this event will help fund future plans.
Kellie Bowden – Thanked the town for its hospitality on Election day.
With no further public comments, Committeeman Murphy motioned to close public comment, seconded by Committeeman Pawlyzyn. 

Roll Voice Vote: Approved unanimously

RESOLUTION 2025-68 & RESOLUTIONS 2025-80 THRU 2025-89
Mayor Peterla stated the following Resolutions are set for the consent agenda: Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and may be enacted by one motion and one vote. If discussion is desired by a Committee Member, an item can and/or will be removed from the Consent Agenda, and the item will be considered separately.

Resolution 2025-68
Resolution Approving Preliminary Approval for a Property Known as Block 5, Lot 10 for Farmland Preservation

Resolution 2025-80
Resolution Approving 2025 Budget Transfers

Resolution 2025-81
Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Conduct A Standard Tax Sale In 2025

Resolution 2025-82
A Resolution Authorizing the Payment Cap on The Annual Holiday Senior Citizen Holiday Dinner in December

Resolution 2025-83
A Resolution Authorizing the Payment Cap on The Annual Township Christmas Event

Resolution 2025-84
Resolution of The Township of New Hanover,

County of Burlington, State Of New Jersey, Authorizing the Release of The Performance Bond and The Acceptance of a Maintenance Bond for The Gradlyn, Donal, Kennedy Construction Completed by Arawak Paving Co., Inc.

Resolution 2025-85
Resolution Authorizing Change Order #1 To Arawak Paving Co., Inc. Related to The Gradlyn, Donal, Kennedy Construction Project

Resolution 2025-86
Resolution of The Township of New Hanover, In the County of Burlington, State Of New Jersey Updating and Revising the Township’s Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual/Employee Handbook

Resolution 2025-87
A Resolution Authorizing Acceptance of Grant from The Burlington County Division of Behavioral Health and Youth Services

Resolution 2025-88
A Resolution of The New Hanover Township, Burlington County, New Jersey Supporting RevolutionNJ

Resolution 2025-89
Resolution Authorizing the Agreement Between the Township of New Hanover And the Cookstown Volunteer Fire Department

Committeeman Koshak offered a motion to approve Resolution 2025-69 & Resolutions 2025-80 – 2025-89, seconded by Committeeman Murphy.

Mayor Peterla asked if there were any comments or questions from the Committee.  With none, he asked for a roll call.
Roll Call: 
Ayes: Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla. 



Nays: none 

Motion carried, 5-0    
APPROVING PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS (BILL LIST) 

Mayor Peterla asked if the Committee Members reviewed the bill list and if there were questions.   
Deputy Mayor Koshak asked about the bill for the Chief’s vehicle repairs. This was explained as a tune up that had not been done since the Chief got the car, which was back in 2014.
With no more discussion, Committeeman Pawlyzyn offered a motion to approve the bill list, second by Committeeman Smith. Mayor Peterla asked for a roll call vote.
Roll Call: 
Ayes:

Koshak, Murphy, Pawlyzyn, Smith and Peterla  

Nays:

None

Motion carried, 5-0
FIRE DEPARMENT MONTHLY REPORT

Buddy Wilkins, Fire Chief, provided the fire report for October 2025. There were two recalls on the Chief’s vehicle, one has been fixed and the other one is still waiting to be done. The Subgrant was closed when Buddy went to apply, he will attempt again when the grant reopens.    
COMMITTEE REPORTS:    
Committeeman Smith stated that his kids had a great time at the Township Halloween event. He thanked the Poll workers for their great work on Election day. He also thanked the Fire Department. Committeeman Pawlyzyn thanked the Historic Society for all the hard work that is being done, and he mentioned that the idea about bringing students in to learn is great. He thanked the Fire Department for their renewal of the contract. He mentioned that the Senior Luncheon is coming up and asked for any volunteers to help serve. He stated that the VFW is having a breakfast on November 16th. He is excited about the Township Christmas event.  Deputy Mayor Koshak stated his support for the grant that would allow hiring a School Resource Officer for the New Hanover Township School, and he wants the rest of Committee to also extend their support for the grant. He congratulated Committeeman Smith on winning the recent election. He mentioned that the Halloween event was great. He thanked the Fire Department, Police Department, and the Township employees. Committeeman Murphy wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and to be safe.  Mayor Peterla thanked the Fire Department and the Police Department. He mentioned that there were no events on Tic-Tac-Toe night. He agrees with Deputy Mayor Koshak that the school grant would be a good idea. He thanked the CFO for the work done on Best Practices, and the continuous good grade. He thanked all the volunteers for the Halloween event. He asked Committeeman Pawlyzyn if there were any updates on the Cobbler Shop at the Godfrey House. Committeeman Pawlyzyn said no. He thanked Megan for her work on the Godfrey House and mentioned their upcoming digger event on Saturday. Township Attorney Evan Crook provided the Committee Members with a draft Cannabis Ordinance for their review.
ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Peterla asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Committeeman Murphy offered a motion to adjourn at 6:44 p.m., seconded by Committeeman Smith.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Abigail Dammann, 
Deputy Township Clerk
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